June 29, 2019
Mr. Masahiko Shibayama
The Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
3 Choume2−2, Kasumigaseki, Chiyodaku, Tokyo, Japan
Dear Honorable Minister Shibayama,
On behalf of the BioInitative Working Group, this letter is written to express profound
concern about wireless (Wi-Fi) educational technologies in schools. The health and learning
abilities of children can be negatively affected by all wireless exposures (Wi-Fi, cell phones,
wireless tablets and laptops). Long-term exposures to wireless radiation can lead to
hypersensitivity in children, which can greatly restrict learning, as well as access to schools and
transportation. Today, educational policies should be looking forward and helping school
administrators and municipal leaders to access safe, wired solutions. You can reasonably foresee
and offer alternatives to potentially hazardous exposures to wireless radiation by choosing to
support either traditional or wired educational technologies.
It is a risky choice for school administrators to encourage spending for new wireless
classroom infrastructure and devices for school children, knowing that wireless emissions have
been classified as a Possible Human Carcinogen by the World Health Organization’s
International Agency for Research on Cancer (2011) and that scientific studies now document
harm to children at levels present in school environments that have wireless routers and
connected wireless device use. To promote wireless technologies in schools is to deliberately and
knowingly disregard current health warnings from international science and hundreds of public
health experts around the world. It is also important to note that wireless technologies have not
been shown to increase academic performance, in fact, the opposite is true. WiFi in schools
increase risk of neurologic impairment, impaired learning and memory, decreased academic
performance and long-term risk of cancer in students.

The evidence for these statements is based on many thousands of published, peerreviewed scientific studies that report adverse effects at levels much lower than current public
safety limits. Liability cannot be avoided simply by asserting compliance with existing legal, but
outdated and inadequate public safety limits. We urge you to adopt policies in line with these
considerations.
Very sincerely,
Cindy Sage, MA
Co-Editor, BioInitiative 2012 Report
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